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Theréhis”a sayiﬁg in Malay, tre nzticnel language of my
country, which goes like tﬁts, "Lembu junye minyak sapl punye
nama". Translated, it means "Ire nil is_from_tre cow but tre
buffalg gets tre prgdit". 80 it .is witr me rere tolday. The
great honour wrick was been conferrcd on me today should rightiy

.' beléng to 2 growp of young, very dedicated, dynami_.c and unselfis
men and women of .y country, who by their hard work, foresight &
devoticn to duty, have mece it rossible for Singapore to couglst.
successfully its first five-year low-cost houSing programme.

It was any good :Qrtune and privilege to be in a position
to give them the oyﬁortunityvto }prove their worth, and the
Ramon Ma, ‘syseoy 1965‘Aw§rd for community leadecship to me is
actually a tribute.to Lrel young offigers who yorked with me and
discharged well thre reeponsibility thet was assigned to treum. Tr.
Averd will unzoubtedly spur all of Gs in Singepore towards
fulfilling our aim in bringing sbout _a more just_and equal
society, wherein eve;y citizen will rave tre right to live in
liberty ana happine$s and be given equal oprortunities and
expectation of a bgtfgr life. .
Thnse of us Who;have emerged from colonial rule to t_)ec::n.-ne‘j
free and indepegdentfnations sometimes do not have enough
confidence ian the capacity and ability of nur own pecple. ﬁy
own rather limited cxperience in the last few years has
convinced me thut solutions to the problem of nation byilding

Jie mainly in our owb bhandis. Relignce on foreign expert advicé

will brin. us far, but not far enouytr to satisfy the aspiretionc

and dJdesires of our peorle. The bhard anld often tiresome work mi.::

oe done by us and us alone. For it is cnly the citizens of tre

country that can get the fepl of tre situation which is escentic.
in tre solutica of any vexutioun problem. Sinjapore's Vousingj
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and Development Board res only one expatriste officer ampng & ?

staff of more thran 800 monthly paim, and T rope trat its record

in tre field of low-cost rousing will convince otrer mmerging
countries that there*are youas; men and women ‘among. treir citizenc
wro, given the op}nr?unity, will s—aw thﬁt trey not on1y rave tro
dedication, thre leterminatlnq and the will, but also the ca}acit\
angd ~b11ity to solve their own }robTems Llfficu1t thougb they mqy
be. E ' }
The Xemon Magsaisay Awar.d, founded 13 memory of an butstahd-
ing leader of our t;me, keeps alive tre s;irlt of international
brotherhond. The hlgh rrinciples for which ycur great yr081dent
had lived, worked and died for ere coatinued for in makiayg its
svard, the Trustecs Fave shown a spirit which transcends astional
bounderies and_héveqmade no distinction of roce and creed. It i
2 beacon for the fugure of maonkind anu, if it spreaus, and s}rea
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it must, We-cap 1or¥ forward confiueatly S0-the- time when -freedc..

s

can be enjoyea by a}l‘and mmen can live viith men in honour anu
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